LACOB Minutes
Thursday, January 21, 2010

8:30 am BA 524

Present: Lori Baker, Maria Brandt, Corey Butler, Vaughn Gehle, Linda Nelson, Will Thomas, Tom Williford
Absent: Lyn Broderson, Taylor Gronau
Guests: Stewart Day, Rhonda Bonnstetter

1. Stewart Day re: LAC

· Professor Stewart Day visited the LACOB to express concern about and provide suggestions for the First Year Seminar outcomes; objectives under critical thinking outcomes are not being addressed in the learning outcomes currently described for the First Year Seminar.  Day suggested that the LACOB revisit the Transformation Committee’s language to ascertain that the content of the course meet its original intent, to prepare students for higher-level critical thinking.  Day distributed supporting materials clarifying his points earlier in the week, and the body will discuss these as the development of the First Year Seminar continues. 
2. Rhonda Bonnstetter re: EDU courses 
· Bonnstetter described current challenges faced by the Education department to satisfy new Board of Teaching standards and the LAC while abiding by the 120-credit cap.  Education is looking to have two courses in each program included in the LAC.  If this can be accomplished, all programs will satisfy the 120-credit requirement. 

· Bonnstetter presented ED 312 (Human Relations) for inclusion under the “Diversity” component of the LAC.  This course met this component of the previous SMSU LAC.  This class has no prerequisites, and would therefore be open to any student looking.  This course is offered every semester, including summer courses and online, so an increase in enrollment could be handled. Presently, 5-6 non-Education-majors take this course each time it is offered.  It is a rigorous workload, though, so the 300-level is an appropriate designation.  
· Bonnstetter then discussed ED 43X (Action Research I and II) and ED 301 (Teaching and Learning Processes and Lab) for the Contemporary Issues Seminar required in the LAC.  Both of these classes are writing-intensive and also demand a field experience; it was suggested that these courses be identified as Contemporary Issues Seminars because students will be working outside the campus in the community.  Both classes are very interdisciplinary. 
· Bonnstetter went on to express Education’s interest in including English faculty in the writing component of these courses.  Lori Baker indicated that the English department is also looking into the creation of a course that teaches “writing across the disciplines.” 

· It was pointed out that since Education requires ED 301 and ED 43X for its majors—and asks that students be admitted into the Education program—, it doesn’t quite match with the intent of the LAC; the Contemporary Issues Seminar is to be interdisciplinary, so that Education majors work with Math majors, History majors, etc. etc. etc.  We would like students to take Contemporary Issues seminars outside of their majors. 

· The LACOB is still trying to determine exactly how to frame and structure the Contemporary Issues Seminar, so many of these issues will be up for discussion in the future.  

· Bonnstetter suggested that these courses could be the “sophomore-level or above” LAC course that is “writing intensive.”  Members of the LACOB agreed, and came up with a preliminary set of requirements for “sophomore level or above writing intensive” courses.   These requirements and forthcoming assessment documents and standards will be under revision, but it was felt that Education should have the opportunity to submit proposals for this area due to its Board of Teaching-imposed timeline.  The preliminary guidelines are: 
· class has 25 students or less
· the writing component counts for at least one-third of the course grade
· how much in-class time devoted to writing instruction is indicated
· a clear feedback loop for the revision process—which must involve the instructor—is described
· an assessment rubric created by SMSU is used for evaluation
· how the writing will be spread throughout the semester is described

· Corey Butler moved and Tom Williford seconded that the LACOB accept these preliminary guidelines for sophomore-level or above writing-intensive courses.  Motion carried. 

· Tom Williford moved that the LACOB approve ED 312 (Human Relations) for the Human Diversity objective of the LAC.  Linda Nelson seconded.  Motion carried. 

· Rhonda Bonnstetter will take back the ED 301 and ED 43X courses to her department and resubmit them under the writing class designation. 

Item 3 (Course discussion on LIT 120—Introduction to Literature) on the 21 January 2010 LACOB Agenda will be discussed at the next meeting, held on January 28 at 8am. 

Tom Williford moved and Corey Butler seconded that last week’s minutes be approved.  Motion carried.  Maria will post these ASAP.  
It was moved and seconded that meeting adjourn at 10:15am.  Motion carried. 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Maria Brandt. 

